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Friendship – for reflection  
 
From the Rule -- Friendship and Vocation 
 
This abides-that the everlasting house the soul discovers is always another; we must lose our 
own ends-we must live in the habitation of our lovers, my friends shelter for me, mine for 
him           Charles Williams 
 
I love all men, in you for your sake, though not as much as I ought or as I desire. I pray your 
mercy upon all men, yet there are many whom I hold more dear since your love has 
impressed them upon my heart with a closer and more intimate love, so that I desire their 
love more eagerly-I would pray more ardently for these.            Anselm 
 
I don't want my friends to just accept me as I am; God Lord I hope they love me more than 
that. I hope they demand more of me. I want my friendships to be both relaxing, yes; but 
bracing, challenging, stretching. ..for the enlarging of the heart. Alan Jones 
 
Love is not something just to be enjoyed by two persons, you and me. Love means we have 
the same orientation, look toward the future together and step forward together. It is this kind 
of love which is adequate to enable people to be mutually encouraged, mutually spurred on, 
mutually supportive, and together become co-partakers in God's creative process.    K.H. Ting 
 
This is a princely friendship of our courteous Lord, that He looks after us tenderly even while 
we are in sin. He teaches us secretly and shows us our sin by the kindly light of mercy and 
grace. ..Then our courteous Lord shows Himself to the soul with gladness and delight, with 
welcoming friendship, as if the soul had been released from pain and prison, saying tenderly: 
'My darling, I am glad you have come to me. I have been with you always in all your sorrow, 
and now you see my love and we are joined in joy. Julian of Norwich 
 
Your Order grows out of the friendship of men and women who have worked together in 
ministry. A religious community is a community of friends. And all Christians have friendship 
with God as their ultimate vocation and end.   ......  Do not be afraid to follow the vocation 
wherever it leads, to follow Christ to Calvary and to the mount of the Ascension, into the life 
of God. Today you dare to accept the friendship to which Christ calls you, to share in the life 
of the Blessed Trinity. Don't be afraid. You will receive power to do the work Christ calls you 
to, the work of the Kingdom of God.   Emmett Jarrett Sermon during the Mass and taking of the Promise 
1988 
 
But O! my Friend, my Friend indeed, 
Who at my need His life did spend. 
Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine; 
Never was love, dear King! 
Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my Friend, in Whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 
      Samuel Crossman 
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C.S. Lewis on friendship 
	
	
Eros	and	philia	
	
Gilbert	Meilaender,	a	member	of	the	First	Things	advisory	council,	holds	the	
Duesenberg	Chair	in	Christian	Ethics	at	Valparaiso	University.	This	essay	was	first	
presented	at	a	program	on	“The	Changing	Face	of	Friendship,”	sponsored	by	the	
Institute	for	Philosophy	and	Religion	at	Boston	University,	
	
It	is	important	to	note	that	eros	and	philia	are	indeed	different	forms	of	love,	even	if	they	
may	sometimes	go	together.	In	making	a	somewhat	different	point,	C.	S.	Lewis	suggested	
the	following	thought	experiment.	
	

Suppose	you	are	fortunate	enough	to	have	“fallen	in	love	with”	and	married	your	Friend.	
And	now	suppose	it	possible	that	you	were	offered	the	choice	of	two	futures:	“Either	you	
two	will	cease	to	be	lovers	but	remain	forever	joint	seekers	of	the	same	God,	the	same	
beauty,	the	same	truth,	or	else,	losing	all	that,	you	will	retain	as	long	as	you	live	the	
raptures	and	ardors,	all	the	wonder	and	the	wild	desire	of	Eros.	Choose	which	you	please.”	
	

In	recognizing	the	reality	and	difficulty	of	the	choice	we	discern	the	difference	between	the	
loves.	That	difference	Lewis	captures	nicely	in	a	sentence:	“Lovers	are	normally	face	to	
face,	absorbed	in	each	other;	Friends,	side	by	side,	absorbed	in	some	common	interest.”	
Friends,	therefore,	are	happy	to	welcome	a	new	friend	who	shares	their	common	interest,	
but	eros	is	a	jealous	love	that	must	exclude	third	parties.	
 
 
 
Companion and Friend (from Fill All Things) 
	
C.S.	Lewis	explored	the	relationship	between	companionship	and	friendship	by	suggesting	
that	both	had	value	and	that	friendship	might	emerge	out	of	companionship.	“Friendship	
arises	out	of	mere	Companionship	when	two	or	more	of	the	companions	discover	that	they	
have	in	common	some	insight	or	interest	or	even	taste	which	the	others	do	not	share	and	
which,	till	that	moment,	each	believed	to	be	his	own	unique	treasure	(or	burden).	The	
typical	expression	of	opening	Friendship	would	be	something	like,	'What?	You	too?	I	
thought	I	was	the	only	one.’”	Lewis	then	notes	that	companionship	is	based	in	some	shared	
activity	or	interest,	“a	common	religion,	common	studies,	a	common	profession,	even	a	
common	recreation.”	He	goes	on	to	describe	a	movement	from	companionship	into	
friendship.	“All	who	share	it	will	be	our	companions,	but	one	or	two	or	three	who	share	
something	more	will	be	our	Friends.	In	this	kind	of	love,	as	Emerson	said,	Do	you	love	me?	
means	Do	you	see	the	same	truth?	-	Or	at	least,	'Do	you	care	about	the	same	truth?'	The	
man	who	agrees	with	us	that	some	question,	little	regarded	by	others,	is	of	great	
importance,	can	be	our	Friend.	He	need	not	agree	with	us	about	the	answer.”	(The	Four	
Loves)	
	
 
 
Fill All Things 
 
See pages 27 - 31 


